
 

 

     

 

 

8th February 2010 

 

Pupil and Parent Guarantees 

Consultation Unit 

Department for Children, Schools and Families 

Area GB 

Castle View House 

East Lane 

Runcorn 

Cheshire WA7 2GJ 

 

By email 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Response to the Pupil and Parent Guarantees Consultation 

 

We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation. DEA is an education 

charity that promotes global learning. We work to influence schools, curriculum 

and policy so that children and young people develop an understanding of global 

issues and events and a global outlook. DEA has a network of over 150 member 

organisations working directly with schools and teachers across the country.  

 

Given our area of expertise, this response is focused on pupil ambition 2: A 

broad, balanced and flexible curriculum including skills for learning and life for all 

pupils, and specifically on guarantee 2.1: 

 

Provide a balanced and broad-based curriculum which gives opportunities 

to learn and achieve and which prepares all pupils for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

 

We welcome this guarantee, and agree that this be obligatory for schools (a 

‘must’ rather than a ‘should’). As the consultation document notes, this is an 

existing legal requirement on local authorities, governing bodies, headteachers 

and management committees. 

 



Perhaps more than at any time in the past, the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of young people growing up today are 

set in a context of major global challenges and opportunities. The 

challenges that we know will form a central part of young people’s lives in the 

future include: living with and mitigating climate change; eradicating extreme 

poverty; and accepting and valuing cultural difference within the UK and 

globally. We also know that further challenges will arise in the future that we 

cannot yet predict. 

 

Understanding and making sense of these global issues will give a 

young person the capability to be an active citizen, to secure the global, 

low-carbon jobs of the future, and to welcome and make the most of the 

interconnectedness that globalisation has and will continue to bring. 

Without guaranteeing them an opportunity to learn about global issues in school, 

we risk severely disadvantaging young people, leaving them without the 

knowledge and skills needed to operate in a global economy and with parochial, 

inward-looking attitudes that will damage community cohesion. 

 

Evidence highlights that there is an unmet desire to learn about global 

issues. Whilst the great majority of young people (93%) think it is important to 

learn about issues affecting different parts of the world, particularly how the 

world they live in may change, most young people (63%) think that not enough 

time is spent learning about the wider world in school.1
 Relatedly, almost a third 

of teachers (31%) disagree that the current school system prepares pupils to 

deal with a fast changing and globalised world.2 

 

Learning about global issues also has an impact on people’s attitudes 

and behaviour on a range of government priorities: 

 Teacher retention: 4 in 5 teachers agree that thinking about ‘how teaching 

contributes to making the world a better place’ motivates them to stay in 

teaching.3 

 Combating poverty: People who understand more about development 

issues will be able to make changes in their own lives which can contribute to 

the Millennium Development Goals (e.g. purchasing fair trade products).4 

 Community cohesion: DEA’s research shows that global learning promotes 

open mindedness and tolerance between people in the UK.5
  

                                    
1 Geographical Association / Ipsos MORI (2009) A Different View: World Issues Survey from the Geographical 
Association 
2 DEA / Ipsos MORI (2009) Teachers’ Attitudes to Global Learning: An Ipsos MORI Research Study on behalf of 
DEA (www.dea.org.uk)  
3 DEA / Ipsos MORI (2009) Teachers’ Attitudes to Global Learning: An Ipsos MORI Research Study on behalf of 
DEA (www.dea.org.uk) 
4 Research from the Department for International Development shows that only 5% of ‘Active Enthusiasts’ 
(people who have engaged with and learned about global issues) agree that there is nothing they can 
personally do to reduce poverty, compared to 37% of the general public, showing that this group has a better 
understanding of personal actions that contribute to development. (COI RESEARCH REPORT, For the 
Department for International Development, Attitudinal tracking study (March 2009) COI) 
5 The number of young people that believe it is a good idea for people from different backgrounds to live 
together in the same country rose from 49% to 66% when they engaged in global learning through discussing 



 Sustainable development: To meet the challenges of climate change and 

environmental sustainability, we need people in the UK to understand their 

actions in a more global context. DEA’s research shows that people who 

experience global learning are more likely to understand how their actions 

impact on the wider world.6 

 

Given this weight of evidence a ‘broad and balanced’ curriculum which 

includes ‘skills for life’ must offer all young people the opportunity to 

learn about the major global issues we face, and the skills to adapt and 

respond to new global challenges as they arise in the 21st century. 

 

Recommendation 

Given the global challenges and evidence discussed above, DEA recommends 

that guarantee 2.1 includes a commitment that all pupils should be 

offered the chance to engage in global learning. DEA defines global 

learning as education that puts learning in a global context, fostering: 

 critical and creative thinking; 

 self-awareness and open-mindedness towards difference;  

 understanding of global issues and power relationships; and  

 optimism and action for a better world. 

 

This will ensure that all pupils are prepared for the opportunities, responsibilities 

and experiences of later life in a globalised, environmentally conscious world. 

 

Next steps 

We would be glad to discuss further how schools and government can ensure 

that guarantee 2.1 is fulfilled.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Hetan Shah 

Chief Executive 

                                                                                                             
news stories from around the world. (Young People’s Experiences of Global Learning: An Ipsos MORI Research 
Study on behalf of DEA (2008) Available at www.dea.org.uk) 
6 The number of young people that understood that their actions impacted on people in different countries rose 
from 36% to 59% when they engaged in global learning through discussing what they could do to make the 
world a better place. (Young People’s Experiences of Global Learning: An Ipsos MORI Research Study on behalf 
of DEA (2008) Available at www.dea.org.uk) 


